

Bylaws Committee 



Proposed Amendment



 July 2002

Date Amended: November 2008


BYLAWS

KENTUCKY OFFICE FOR THE BLIND

STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL

PREAMBLE


WHEREAS, the Kentucky Office for the Blind (OFB) is established by the Kentucky Revised Statutes with vested power in the Executive Director of that Office to administer the rehabilitation program for the blind and visually impaired citizens of the Commonwealth;


WHEREAS, the Kentucky Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council is established by the Kentucky Revised Statutes to accomplish the purposes and functions enumerated in the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and


NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of these federal and state legislative mandates the Kentucky Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council and Office for the Blind shall collaborate and partner in the establishment of programs for the delivery of vocational rehabilitation services to individuals who are blind or visually impaired throughout the Commonwealth.

ARTICLE I.   NAME


The name of the organization is the Kentucky Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council.

ARTICLE II.   PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS


The Kentucky Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council is established pursuant to KRS 163.470(4) and the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998, for the purpose of advising the Kentucky Office for the Blind and the Executive Director thereof concerning such matters as the delivery of vocational rehabilitation services, the preparation of the state plan, the evaluation of the effectiveness of and consumer satisfaction with Office functions and services, and other matters as may be referred to the Council by the Executive Director consistent with the responsibilities of the Office.


The State Rehabilitation Council shall jointly conduct, with the Office for the Blind, comprehensive statewide assessment describing the rehabilitation needs of individuals with disabilities, and jointly develop, agree to, and review annually, the goals and priorities in the state plan.


The State Rehabilitation Council shall be consulted regarding the development, implementation, and revision of state policies and procedures, including those that enable applicants or eligible individuals to exercise informed choice.


The State Rehabilitation Council, after consultation with the State Workforce Investment Act Board, shall receive, analyze, and advise the Office for the Blind regarding eligibility, including order of selection; extent, scope, and effectiveness of services; and functions performed by state agencies that affect the ability of individuals with disabilities in achieving employment outcomes.

The State Rehabilitation Council shall prepare and submit an annual report to the Governor and the Executive Director of the Rehabilitation Services Administration on the status of vocational rehabilitation programs operated by the Office for the Blind and make the report available to the public.  The State Rehabilitation Council shall coordinate with other state councils including the State Rehabilitation Council for Vocational Rehabilitation, the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children, the Statewide Independent Living Council, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Advisory Council, the Developmental Disabilities Council, and the Supported Living Council.


The State Rehabilitation Council shall prepare, in conjunction with the Office, a resource plan including designation of such staff as may be necessary to carry out the functions of the State Rehabilitation Council.  The designated staff person assisting the State Rehabilitation Council in carrying out its functions shall not be assigned duties by the Office or any other state agency that would create a conflict of interest.

ARTICLE III.   COMPOSITION AND TENURE

Section 1.
Composition.


The Kentucky Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council shall be composed of a maximum of twenty-three (23) members who are residents of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the majority of whom shall be blind or visually impaired.  There shall be one representative of the Statewide Independent Living Council; one representative of the National Industries for the Blind affiliate; one representative of a parent training and information center established pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; one representative of the Client Assistance Program; one representative of community rehabilitation program service providers; four representatives of business, industry, and labor; two representatives of the Kentucky Council of the Blind; two representatives of the Bluegrass Council of the Blind; two representatives of the National Federation of the Blind of Kentucky; one representative of Kentucky licensed blind vendors; one representative of an individual with multiple disabilities who has difficulty representing him/herself; one representative of a state educational agency; one representative of the State Workforce Investment Act Board; two current or former applicants for or recipients of vocational rehabilitation services; and up to two at-large positions.  There shall be statewide representation.


The Executive Director of the Office for the Blind, the Director of Consumer Services, and one Office for the Blind Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor shall be ex officio, nonvoting members of the State Rehabilitation Council.  Additional nonvoting, ex officio members may be designated with the State Rehabilitation Council’s approval.  No employee of the Office for the Blind shall be a voting member of the State Rehabilitation Council. 

Section 2.
Appointments

Appointments to the State Rehabilitation Council shall be made by the Governor.  No later than the first quarterly meeting of each calendar year, the State Rehabilitation Council shall select a list of individuals who meet the criteria set forth elsewhere in these bylaws, and shall submit their names and credentials through the Executive Director for the Governor’s consideration.  Individuals may be selected from a slate of nominees presented by the Nominating Committee, as provided elsewhere in these bylaws, or may be nominated from the floor.  Any individual nominated from the floor must indicate, in writing, his/her willingness to serve and his/her credentials for the position in question, as stipulated elsewhere in these bylaws. 


It is understood that the consumer organizations (Bluegrass Council of the Blind, Kentucky Council of the Blind and NFB of Kentucky) shall designate their own representatives and that this designation shall be honored by the Nominating Committee and by the State Rehabilitation Council.   
Section 3.
Terms of Appointment.


Terms of membership shall be for three (3) years.  All terms shall end on June 30.  Members may serve up to, but not more than, six (6) consecutive years.  Exception:  In accordance with the 1998 Rehabilitation Act Amendments, the two-term limit does not apply to council members who represent the Client Assistance Program.  

Should a vacancy occur an individual may be appointed to complete that term.  An individual who is appointed to complete a partial term shall be eligible for subsequent appointment for two (2) consecutive three-year (3) terms.

Section 4.
Compensation.


Members of the State Rehabilitation Council shall serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed in accordance with state administrative regulations for actual expenses incurred in attending State Rehabilitation Council meetings and performing State Rehabilitation Council duties.
Section 5.
Conflict of Interest.


No member of the State Rehabilitation Council shall cast a vote on any matter that would provide direct financial benefit to the member or otherwise give the appearance of a conflict of interest under state law.

Section 6.
Liability.


The State Rehabilitation Council members are provided immunity from all claims of civil liability and damages while acting in good faith and within the scope of their official agency with the Commonwealth pursuant to Section 231 of the Constitution of Kentucky and Kentucky Revised Statutes 44.072.073 and 411.200.

ARTICLE IV.   OFFICERS

Section 1.
Chairperson.


The State Rehabilitation Council shall have a Chairperson whose term shall be for one (1) year.  The duties of the Chairperson are:  to preside at Office for the Blind State Rehabilitation Council meetings; to Chair the Executive Committee; to appoint all standing and special committees and the respective Chairpersons of each; to serve as an ex officio member of all State Rehabilitation Council committees; to consult with the Office for the Blind Executive Director and with the State Rehabilitation Council Executive Committee members on agenda items for each meeting by mail or by telephone; and to maintain communication with the Office for the Blind’s Executive Director and the State Rehabilitation Council’s Vice Chairperson.
Section 2.
Vice Chairperson.


The State Rehabilitation Council shall have a Vice Chairperson whose term shall be for one (1) year.  The duties of the Vice Chairperson are:  to assist, as needed, the Chairperson in carrying out his/her duties; to preside at meetings in the absence of the Chairperson; and to succeed the Chairperson upon the completion of his/her term.
Section 3.
Elections.

(A)
Officers will be elected at the second quarterly meeting of each calendar year from a slate of nominees submitted by the Nominating Committee or may be nominated from the floor.  Terms of office will commence on July 1 following the election.

(B) Should a vacancy occur in an office, the State Rehabilitation Council may hold a special election, as appropriate, at any regular meeting.  A slate of nominees may be submitted by the Nominating Committee. 

Section 4.
Removal.


After due process, an officer may be removed for cause by a two-thirds vote of the State Rehabilitation Council membership.

ARTICLE V.   COMMITTEES


The standing committees of the State Rehabilitation Council are:  Executive, Nominating, Bylaws, Legislative, Special Projects, Public Relations, and Business Opportunities.  Special committees may be authorized at any time by the State Rehabilitation Council or by the Chairperson.  


Each committee shall have at least three (3) members. The membership of each committee shall be selected by the Chairperson.  The committees shall meet preceding each regular meeting of the State Rehabilitation Council.  

The Chairperson of each committee or his/her designee will be responsible for presenting a report of the committee's activities to each regular meeting of the State Rehabilitation Council, as appropriate.

Section 1.
Executive Committee.


(A)
The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and the Immediate Past Chairperson of the State Rehabilitation Council.  Should the Immediate Past Chairperson be ineligible to serve due to term limits for membership on the Council, the Council shall elect, at any regular meeting, an individual from among the membership to serve on the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee may take actions on behalf of the Council between regular meetings of the Council, except that the Executive Committee may take no action that is contrary to the express wishes and/or policies of the Council.

Section 2.
Nominating Committee.

(A)
The Nominating Committee will develop a list of candidates to be considered for appointment to the State Rehabilitation Council.  The committee will insure that the composition of the list meets the criteria set forth in Article III, Section 1 of these bylaws, and will present the list to the State Rehabilitation Council for its consideration, approval, and recommendation to the Executive Director and Governor, as set forth in Article III, Section 2 of these bylaws.  The Nominating Committee will also develop a slate of candidates for elections as officers of the State Rehabilitation Council, as appropriate.


(B)
All nominations will include the name, address, and area of representation of the candidate, and will be distributed to the State Rehabilitation Council membership not less than ten (10) days prior to the meeting at which consideration for appointment or the election is to occur.

Section 3.
Bylaws Committee.


The Bylaws Committee shall consist of not less than three (3) persons.  The committee shall receive all proposed amendments to these bylaws and shall review and distribute them, with or without committee recommendation, to the State Rehabilitation Council membership not less than ten (10) days prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting of the State Rehabilitation Council.  The name of the submitter shall be included with each amendment.

Section 4.
Legislative Committee.


The Legislative Committee shall assist the Executive Director in work related to legislative and regulatory matters, as appropriate.

Section 5.
Special Projects Committee.


The Special Projects Committee will work in conjunction with the designated organization that conducts the Office for the Blind consumer survey.  

The Special Projects Committee will also be responsible for writing the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) annual report.

Section 6.
Public Relations Committee.


The Public Relations Committee will work in conjunction with the Kentucky Office for the Blind for the purpose of raising awareness of the Office's broad based services.

Section 7. 
Business Opportunities Committee.

The Business Opportunities Committee will work in conjunction with the Kentucky Office for the Blind in the development of employment opportunities for consumers who are blind or are visually impaired. 

ARTICLE VI.   MEETINGS

Section 1.
Schedule.


(A)
Regular meetings of the State Rehabilitation Council shall be on a quarterly basis.  Special meetings shall be called by the Executive Director, the Chairperson, the Executive Committee, or by written request of one-third of the membership of the State Rehabilitation Council.

(B) The date, time, and place of all regular meetings will be set by the State Rehabilitation Council.  The date, time, and place of special meetings shall be set by the officers and the Executive Director.  Meeting notices containing pertinent information shall be distributed in writing to the State Rehabilitation Council membership not less than ten (10) days prior to any regular and as soon as possible prior to any special meeting in compliance with the Kentucky Open Meetings Act.


(C)
The purpose for which a special meeting is called will be stated in the meeting notice.  Business to be considered at a special meeting will be limited to that stated in the notice.

(D)
The State Rehabilitation Council may conduct such public forums and hearings as it deems appropriate.  All meetings, forums, and hearings will be publicly announced.  Consistent with the state’s Open Meetings Law, the meetings will be open and accessible to the general public.

Section 2.
Attendance.


Failure to attend three (3) consecutive quarterly State Rehabilitation Council meetings may constitute grounds for replacement of that State Rehabilitation Council member.

Section 3.
Parliamentary Procedure.


Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, current revision.  However, the State Rehabilitation Council shall attempt always to reach a consensus.

Section 4.
Quorum.

                                                                                         A majority of the State Rehabilitation Council membership shall constitute a quorum.  A majority of those present may adjourn a meeting.

Section 5.
Voting.


Members of the State Rehabilitation Council must be present at meetings in order to cast their votes.  Members are deemed to be present if they attend in person or via telephone or web-based conference call.  No proxy voting is permitted at any time.
ARTICLE VII.   AMENDMENTS


Amendments to these bylaws may be made by a two-thirds vote of those present.

SO ADOPTED:

Chair, State Rehabilitation Council
                  Date
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